
Pearl River – UPDATE – 19 March 2010 
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The Pearl River Basin Interim Report on Flood Control and Environmental Impact Statement 
completed in July 1985, recommended the Shoccoe Dam alternative, upstream of the Ross 
Barnett Reservoir. Early plan formulation and evaluation activities indicated that the Shoccoe 
Dam alternative as the best flood control plan available at that time. However, as part of this 
study, various preliminary alternatives, including additional levees with pumps, were 
investigated to reduce flood risk in the metro Jackson area. 
 
Pump costs were included with levee costs in developing total project costs for the levee 
alternatives. The levees with pumps were not economically feasible at that time.  No analysis 
was completed for levees only or incremental analysis of pumps performed.  Pumping 
capacity and other interior drainage improvements was based on a proportionate basis with 
the existing East Jackson levee facilities.    
 
The currently proposed comprehensive levee plan does not include pumps to remove 
interior ponding when floodgates are required to be closed to prevent flooding from the 
Pearl River.  Studies that recommended this plan investigated inclusion of pumps to remove 
residual interior ponding resulting from local runoff. 
 
Studies indicate that the remaining minor flood damages do not economically justify the 
addition of pumps. Hydraulic investigations indicate that high stages on the Pearl River, in the 
metro Jackson area, have not historically occurred coincidentally with intense localized 
rainfall. 
 
Local runoff resulting from a large storm system moving thru the basin, capable of producing 
flooding on the Pearl River, would be drained thru floodgates in advance of the need to close 
floodgates. It is recognized that some remaining level of flood risk remains for the 
comprehensive levee plan.   
 
 
 
 
 


